
Fisheries management data sourced from Fishing Tour 
Operator log returns 

1994/95 – 2006/07 
 
 

FTO client numbers
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STATISTIC 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
Client numbers 7254 11277 11766 15096 15943 16612 17925 18052 20531 21353 24487 27029 30820

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

STATISTIC 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
Number of FTO licences issued 124 167 201 232 165 155 135 139 125 118 161 183 195

 
 
 

Number of FTO licences issued
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FTO Australian Client Origin Trends
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STATISTIC 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
Northern Territory clients 1965 2998 3016 4364 4236 4351 4524 4624 4863 5880 5962 6383 6552
New South Wales clients 1700 3947 2824 3457 3947 4148 4506 4409 5363 5221 6563 6772 7420
Victoria clients 1213 2802 2385 2832 2802 3005 3202 3564 4192 4336 5368 6242 6972
Queensland clients 760 1740 1262 1535 1740 1770 1865 1626 2191 2070 2635 2814 3788
South Australia clients 572 558 718 928 1114 1006 1206 1194 1308 1647 1488 1954 2048
Western Australia clients 280 364 445 502 622 516 762 795 914 706 861 1012 1709
Tasmania clients 90 29 118 124 166 199 138 232 359 306 399 450 524

 
 

 
 

Northern Territory FTO Client Trends
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STATISTIC 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
Northern Territory clients 1965 2998 3016 4364 4236 4351 4524 4624 4863 5880 5962 6383 6552

 



Total number of FTO caught and released fish and line hour trends
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STATISTIC 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
Fish Caught 47571 78268 88337 102824 113194 126982 150573 135851 159693 145879 166258 207262 200185
Fish Released 54822 60897 74786 83366 95293 109729 98815 111786 105233 121308 156180 151372
Total Line Hours 43618 72332 78002 97815 106490 109501 116974 112940 127235 134462 158546 172865 180558

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STATISTIC 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
Barra Target Fishing Method - line hours 25065 48582 51401 58888 64900 65026 63996 58595 60812 62636 80218 83984 83043
Crab Target Fishing Method - line hours 39 514 1312 1379 3394 2646 3389 1842 3014 4913 5667 5321 4859
Game Target Fishing Method - line hours 2851 5011 4998 7500 8214 11504 9135 10680 11946 11235 14662 13695 9231
Reef Target Fishing Method - line hours 10185 17896 19942 29775 29600 30071 40417 41772 51185 55555 57312 69296 82536
Other Target Fishing Method - line hours 5479 326 348 272 282 254 33 51 275 146 686 568 889

 
 

Target fishing method trends shown in line hours 
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Number of barramundi caught and released by FTOs and line hours 
spent barramundi fishing
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Statistic 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
barramundi caught 12434 23369 25907 29386 38359 42713 48185 35417 32660 32802 41007 56126 52359
barramundi released 10545 20513 23050 25480 33486 37243 42308 30546 27954 28003 35311 49153 45092
barra fishing line hours 25056.7 48563 51395 58886 64900 65196 63995 58595 60808 62636 80217 83944 83082

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Number of golden snapper caught and released by FTOs and line 
hours spent reef fishing
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Statistic 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
golden snapper caught 3349 5954 6723 8881 9035 11973 15909 15690 19701 13813 15890 19544 17035
golden snapper released 1038 3129 3719 4290 3825 5244 6618 6588 9103 6119 7174 10200 8746
reef fishing line hours 10185 17895 19940 29775 29600 30121 40416 41772 51183 55577 57271.5 69285 82464

 
 



Number of jewfish caught and released by FTOs and line hours spent 
reef fishing
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Species 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
jewfish caught 802 708 812 1026 1195 1762 3002 3414 4019 4576 5142 5470 4598
jewfish released 95 297 344 317 267 612 743 842 1662 1238 1516 1647 1444
reef fishing line hours 10185 17895 19940 29775 29600 30121 40416 41772 51183 55577 57272 69285 82464

 
 

 
 
 

Number of Spanish mackerel caught and released by FTOs and line 
hours spent game fishing  
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Species 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
Spanish mackerel caught 927 1211 968 1440 1857 1951 2213 2405 2960 2739 3797 3553 2467
Spanish mackerel released 520 743 520 912 1106 1288 1457 1675 1847 1814 2687 2413 1590
Game fishing line hours 2851.5 5012 4998.5 7501 8315 11519 9139.5 10680.5 11947 11254 14702.8 13707.7 9264.17

 
 



Numbers of some common reef fish caught by FTOs and line 
hours spent reef fishing
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Species 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 01/02 02/03 03/04 04/05 05/06 06/07
jewfish caught 802 708 812 1026 1195 1762 3002 3414 4019 4576 5142 5470 4598
golden snapper caught 3349 5954 6723 8881 9035 11973 15909 15690 19701 13813 15890 19544 17035
tricky snapper caught 3321 5094 4702 6885 7313 7879 8742 8606 13342 11407 11779 16300 13878
Spanish flag caught 2327 3437 3495 5472 5999 8129 11104 10294 14030 12199 13447 16938 20005
cod caught 1989 3623 4040 4426 4129 4541 6019 5870 7058 6719 8251 8678 10102
reef fishing line hours 10185 17895 19940 29774.5 29599.5 30121 40416.3 41772 51183 55577 57272 69284.5 82464

 


