WHO IS CATCHING WHAT?

Hi everyone and happy new year.
In December there was a lot of discussion about catches of reef fish by the various sectors. It is important that we all understand who is catching what when we consider what if any changes are needed to recreational fishing size and possession limits. Some of you may not be aware that, in the case of reef fish in general and jewfish and golden snapper in particular, the recreational sector takes the biggest share of the catch. For golden snapper we remove more than three times the amount of commercial and fishing tour operators combined.
I have spoken to NT Fisheries and they have provided the following information for black jewfish and golden snapper.

Black Jewfish

The total average annual catch by all NT commercial fisheries is 179 tonnes (43% of total jewfish catch by all sectors).
The total average annual harvest by all Fishing Tour Operators is 24 tonnes and the average amount of jewfish released annually is 10 tonnes. Given the impact of barotrauma on released jewfish a high proportion of fish released will die but, for the sake of simplicity, let us assume it is 50%. That would mean that Fishing Tour Operators are removing an average 29 tonnes of jewfish per year from NT stocks (7% of total jewfish catch).
The total harvest by recreational anglers in 2000 was 157 tonnes and the average amount of jewfish released annually was 94 tonnes. As for FTOs assume 50% of fish released will die. That would mean that recreational fishers are removing 204 tonnes of jewfish per year from NT stocks (50% of total jewfish catch). 
Golden Snapper

The total average annual catch by all NT commercial fisheries is 19 tonnes (13.5% of total golden snapper catch).
The total average annual harvest by all Fishing Tour Operators is 7 tonnes and the average amount of golden snapper released annually is 7 tonnes. Given the impact of barotrauma on released golden snapper a high proportion of fish released will die but, for the sake of simplicity, let us assume it is 50%. That would mean that Fishing Tour Operators are removing an average 10.5 tonnes of golden snapper per year from NT stocks (7.5% of total golden snapper catch).
The total harvest by recreational anglers in 2000 was 61.3 tonnes and the average amount of golden snapper released annually was 102 tonnes. As for FTOs assume 50% of fish released will die. That would mean that recreational fishers are removing 112.3 tonnes of golden snapper per year from NT stocks (79% of total golden snapper catch).

Now, to save some possible arguments these figures are as close to comparing apples with apples as we can get. Here is where the figures come from:

· Commercial catches are taken from actual log book records and are averaged for the years 1999 to 2008. The catch is stated in whole fish weight regardless of whether whole fish, trunks or fillets were actually landed.
· Fishing Tour Operator catches and released fish figures are also taken from actual log book records averaged for the years 1999 to 2008.

· Recreational fisher catches and released fish figures are taken from the data collected in 2000 as part of the National Recreational Fishing Survey. We will have results of the 2009 NT Recreational Fishing Survey shortly. 

· Recreational and FTO catches are recorded in numbers of fish and these have been converted to weight using the average weight of fish actually recorded by commercial fishers. These average weights are 8.7 kg for black jewfish and 0.9 kg for golden snapper.

· The assumption of 50% fish dying from barotrauma impacts is most likely too low in the case of black jewfish as the vast majority of these fish are caught from depths greater than the 10 metres or so — and we know from local research that most jewfish taken from this depth or greater are highly unlikely to survive. In the case of golden snapper the 50% figure is justified even recognising that many released golden snapper may in fact be smaller fish caught inshore in shallower water where they have a reasonable prospect of survival.
I hope this puts things in perspective for you and I look forward to hearing your views on the issue.
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