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17th January 2011

 

Hello and a happy safe new year

This year will go down in history as a year of change. Already we have seen the effect of the GFC, and now within our own country the largest natural disaster we have seen, from this we are going to see Australia do a speed wobble and a change to the way people take holidays in this country. 

 I think that it is time that this industry to address some of the issues that need changing, there would be no better a distinction as to be the best professional managed fishery in Australia. 

The paper sent to you is an accumulation of many hours of time and energy and it is now that we need your input. 

Most aspects are common sense i.e boat handling, seaworthiness etc and you should already be making arrangements to gain some of those standards. Those of you, who do not hold coxswains certificates, should do so, as this will be a major starting point for our industry. 

Survey requirements and vessel compliancy will also be upgraded. There is a proposal to introduce a guide’s licence with appropriate checks. 

This paper is for us to comment on prior to being sent for public comment.

There are several issues that we are finding hard to swallow. 

We fail to see why our industry has been ear marked for zoning and capacity based licences when we are the only sector that can show effective self-management for over 15 years. 

The NTGFIA also has the best catch and release record in Australia and we are very proud of this. 

With every change that takes place we would like too see sound business reasons and not hyped figures that have been thrown together in haste to meet a deadline. 

My committee and its executive have spent a lot of time formulating the response attached, this response demonstrates our responsibility to all fishing guides in the N.T. and with this we are going to take the appropriate time to make sure we are able to fish in the future.

I urge you to respond to this document ASAP.

Robert Marchant.

President NTGFIA

 

